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INTRODUCTION
Big Bar Guest Ranch is an incredible turnkey opportunity for 
an owner operator looking to seamlessly step into BC’s guest 
ranching business.

Colliers International’s Unique Properties Group is pleased to present the sale 
offering of the Big Bar Guest Ranch, a 102 acre guest ranch situated at the 
boundary of British Columbia’s beautiful Thompson-Nicola and Cariboo regions. 
Located about 60 kilometres northwest of Clinton, the historic Big Bar Guest 
Ranch enjoys an incredible setting in one of British Columbia’s last frontiers. 
Nestled at the foot of the majestic Marble Mountain Range and steeped in the 
history of British Columbia’s “Cowboy Country”, the Big Bar Guest Ranch provides 
its guests with a true “western” experience. 

The ranch’s many improvements include:
•	 “Harrison House” - a historic log structure and main family residence;
•	 “Coyote Lodge” - a multi-bedroom lodge;
•	 “Cowboy’s Inn” - providing hotel-style accommodation;
•	 Four individual log-frame cabins;
•	 Campground - including facilities building and several unique Tipi tents; 

and
•	 Auxiliary buildings including barns and corrals.

Big Bar Guest Ranch offers its guests with an authentic and rustic retreat 
experience with a focus on horse back riding, campfires, hiking, mountain biking, 
snow shoeing, canoeing, archery, camping and life on the range. Situated on a 
private lake, the Ranch also provides excellent fishing at this location as well as 
numerous nearby lakes, streams and rivers.

The current owners have completed an extensive list of upgrades and renovations 
to the property in recent years. This incredible opportunity is offered on a turnkey 
basis, including much of the livestock at an asking price of $1,495,000.
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Southern Cariboo

Located at the northwest edge of British Columbia’s Marble Mountain Range and just east of the mighty Fraser River, 
Big Bar Guest Ranch is within a five and a half hour drive from Vancouver and two and a half hours from Kamloops. 
The nearest town, the village of Clinton with a modest population of 600 residents, is less than an hour’s drive from the 
property.

The Southern Cariboo region has a rich history dating back to B.C.’s Gold Rush and its pioneering ranchers.  Gold was 
discovered in the Cariboo in 1862... an event that would dramatically alter the face and character of this region. Either 
seeking to make their fortune, or to begin a new life, over 10,000 people traversed the Cariboo Wagon Road in the 1860’s. 
The sudden insurgence of population created an economic surge in both this region and on the coast and created an 
increased demand for cattle to feed this growing population. When ranchers saw the incredible landscape of the region 
with grass hillsides that seemingly stretched for miles, the area naturally became a prime ranching region of British 
Columbia.

Today, the area is still known for its frontier lifestyle, although ranching, tourism and forestry are now the main attractions.
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Thompson-Nicola Regional District

The Big Bar Ranch is located within the western-most region of the Thompson-Nicola Regional District of British 
Columbia. This area is known for breathtaking landscapes, an abundance of recreational opportunities and a 
vibrant economy. The region is divided into 10 Electoral Areas and the ranch lies within the more western Electoral 
Area E identified as the Bonaparte Plateau. This area has long been considered the gateway to the Cariboo and 
is rich in Gold Rush history. 

Overall the Thompson-Nicola region 
has a total population of approximately 
128,000 and covers an area of 44,476 
square kilometers. The only cities within 
the regional boundaries are Kamloops, 
which accounts for approximately 75% 
of the region’s population, and Merritt, 
with a population of just over 7,000. 
The key economic business sectors in 
the region include forestry, agricultural 
and ranching, manufacturing and more 
recently mining and tourism.

This region has a diverse climate. The 
more southern portion has a semi-desert 
climate while the more northern portion 
tends to receive greater precipitation 
and has an all-around cooler climate, 
but with dry springs and summers. 
Rainfall is greatest in June and July (76 
and 62 mm) and least in the winter and 
spring months with December, January, 
February, and March; all receiving below 
10 mm.
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PROPERTY OVERVIEW
History

In 1912, Harry Mariott emigrated to Canada and gained 
employment at the famous Gang Ranch, located just north and 
west of the Big Bar Guest Ranch.  Over the subsequent years, 
the enterprising Mariott started acquiring small ranch holdings 
in the area and eventually consolidated these smaller holdings 
with the founding of the OK Ranching Company in 1933 with 
more than 200,000 acres of deeded land.  In order to finance his 
acquisitions, Mariott was forced to take on a financial partner; a 
Vancouver banker by the name of George S. Harrison.  As part 
of the agreement between the two men, Harrison parceled off 
a small section of these holdings that amounted to about 100 
acres...in a particularly beautiful spot. This property eventually 
became the Big Bar Guest Ranch.

Today, guests who visit the Big Bar Guest Ranch will find 
that many parts of the ranch have been left unchanged since 
the Harrison family used the ranch as their family retreat. The 
original family home, “The Harrison House”, built in 1936 with 
logs and stone hewn and selected from the property continues 
to stand strong today. 

Keeping with historical tradition, Big Bar Guest Ranch guests have 
access to the original acreage of the OK Ranching Company. The 
Big Bar Guest Ranch offering includes 102 deeded acres with 
another 100 acres of private grazing lease and access to close to 
230,000 acres of crown tenure for recreational/commercial use.
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Cowboy’s Inn

This two-storey, hotel-style building, built in 1988, hosts 12 individual guest rooms (the ranch office currently occupies 
one room) with six rooms downstairs and six rooms that also feature lofts on the upper floors. Each room includes a 
private bathroom with shower stall.  The hotel building connects to the dining hall and commercial kitchen.

The dining hall is presently licensed for an occupancy of 50 people and features a large expansive deck. A new roof was 
completed recently.  

The commercial kitchen, with a maximum output capacity for 120 guests, contains stainless steel sinks and dishwasher, 
propane four burner stove, flat top, two ovens and has industrial ventilation in place. The kitchen provides ample counter 
space and storage, plus an additional cold storage unit is located in the Harrison House.

PROPERTY OVERVIEW
Harrison House

The “Harrison House,” currently utilized as the owner’s residence, is an historical log home dating back to 1936. 
This two-storey plus basement house has four-bedrooms and four and a half bathrooms. The home features a 
grand living room with wood burning stone fireplace, billiards hall, library, games room and TV lounge. Renovations 
of the Harrison House are ongoing with windows and bathrooms having been done.  The family accommodations 
are located in the upper most floor with the intent of completing renovations to the main floor to accommodate 
guest activity space in an historic setting. 
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PROPERTY OVERVIEW
Coyote Lodge
The "Coyote Lodge" was built in 2001 and provides 
six bedrooms, plus two full bathrooms, all directly off 
a communal living room. A new kitchen completed 
in 2015. Guests can enjoy the beautiful Cariboo 
sunrises and sunsets from the lodge's two west and 
east facing exterior decks. The Coyote Lodge is the 
perfect facility for larger groups.

Cabins
The property includes four individual guest 
cabin accommodations. Two of the cabins were 
more recently built in 1995 and provide sleeping 
accommodation for up to 6 guests. Each cabin has 
a full kitchen, bathroom and bedroom with queen 
bed on the main level, plus lofts with two additional 
bedrooms (queen and two singles). Both of the 
newer cabins are identical in construction and set 
up. 

In addition, the property includes two older cabins 
(built circa the 1950's). These cabins can sleep 4-5 
people and feature full kitchens and newly renovated 
(2013) full bathrooms. The main level has a bedroom 
with a queen bed and the open air lofts containing 2 
or 3 single beds.  

Campground
The property is also improved with a campground 
area featuring power hookups, a new washroom/
shower facility (recently constructed in 2013) with 
two shower rooms and two toilet rooms. 

The campground includes three canvas Tipi tents 
providing its guests a unique camping experience. 
The tents are raised on wooden decking and each are 
constructed with ventilation for interior open fire pits 
and sleeps four. 

Barn 
Originally built in 1939, the barn received full 
renovations to the second level in 2014. The 2nd level 
has four large bedrooms and two full bathrooms, and 
is currently utilized for staff accommodations.

Auxiliary Buildings
There are two auxiliary buildings utilized to house 
animals or for additional storage and two hay sheds - 
one presently used for a machine yard.  
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PROPERTY OVERVIEW
Additional Details

Civic and Legal Address
5960 Big Bar Road, Clinton, BC

Block B, District Lot 4887, Lillooet District

BC Licence of Occupation (Licence No. 516072) - a copy of the licence will be provided to interested parties.  

Property Taxes
$7,240.42 (2015)

Equipment
The offering includes the following equipment:

•	 Diesel tank and Gas tanks 
•	 Grain Silo 
•	 2012 Thuro-Bilt Three horse trailer
•	 2004 Ford One Ton Pickup
•	 1992 GMC 454 - Farm Truck 4x4
•	 2013 John-Deere Skid steer Lawn mower

In addition, approximately 30 horses are included in the offering (all other livestock is excluded from the offering).

Zoning
The property is designated LRT-2 Existing Lakeshore Resort Zone. The full zoning bylaw is provided in the Appendix to 
follow. The property is located within the Agricultural land Reserve (ALR).

Services
The property has water rights to Nora Springs and Big Bar Creek and septic sewer service. 

Topography Map
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APPENDIX
Title
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Water Rights

APPENDIX
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APPENDIX
Zoning Bylaw
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